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PREZ SAYS: Check out Jack’s photos of our birds on Murdock’s main 
street! Everyone had a good time. Our group even included three ladies! The more 
the merrier! Our Murdock Bar & Grill hosts were great, and so was their varied food 
selection. They set up an area just for us and asked if they could photograph the 

Birds and use it to promote their business. We said “Of course”! More than one member suggested 
we revisit Murdock soon. It’s centrally located for Omaha and Lincoln members (23 miles from 
Jack’s home and 24 miles from ours), and the scenery was excellent. As we were leaving, a young 
man of 8 said his favorite car was the Thunderbird. He had lots of models but had never seen ones 
so up close. His dad took a couple of pictures of him with the cars. He was excited to get in one and 
have his picture taken behind the wheel, which made us all feel good!   

Check out the rest of the 2025 schedule elsewhere in the Newsletter and let us know of other tours 
or activities of interest.  See you in Lincoln in May.   Rob Kinsey, President 

                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

May 2025 ~ Volume 48, #5     

Dedicated to the 55, 56, & 57 Thunderbird 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

Chapter 65, Classic Thunderbird Club International 

May Dates: 

11 – Mother’s Day 

26 – Memorial Day 

Next meeting May 15, 2025. 

6 pm – Coffee Kettle Cafe 

Omaha, NE 

T-Bird Appreciation Day 

May 18, 11:00 am 

Lincoln, NE (see page 7) 
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                              April Meeting Minutes 
President Rob Kinsey opened the meeting at 6:10 pm. Jack Sanford, Marty and Mary Lou Bierman, Joel 

Hutchins, Phil Brown, Jeff Hofman, and Rob and Vicki Kinsey were present. 

Secretary's Report:  

A motion by Joel Hutchins to accept the March meeting minutes, as scribed in the March newsletter, 

was seconded by Marty Bierman. The motion passed.   

Rob Kinsey noted the secretary’s position is open and would appreciate it if those interested could 

contact him. John Moore is selling his T-Bird as his wife wants a Mercedes. He will not be able to attend 

meetings regularly. Vicki Kinsey offered to take minutes for this meeting. 

Treasurer's Report: No report as Jeff Brown was absent. 

Old Business: 

1. CTCI: Marty indicated no further updates at this time. Rob thanked Marty for bringing the 2025 Car 

Council books for distribution. Some books are still available. 

2. Fellowship Luncheon is 11:30 am Saturday, April 19th at Madson's Bar and Grill. See Jack's map. 

3. The May Event is Sunday, May 18th, T-Bird Appreciation Day. The Tour starts at 11 a.m. from the 

Country Inn and Suites (off N 27th and I-80 exit) and ends with a Pioneer Park cruise and lunch at Lee's 

Chicken. See Jack's map on page 8. 

4. June Event: Possibilities include the Wahoo Car Show (which has been cancelled), the Sonic Tour, and 

others. Marty will check further regarding the June event (a Sonic cruise has been planned; see page 8).  

5. July Event: Marty Bierman will host a tech session at Elkhorn's new restaurant/bar. Details will follow. 

6. Holiday Dinner will be 11-22-25 at Firethorn in Lincoln with Jim Lantz and Jeff Hoffman making the 

arrangements. Details will be forthcoming in future newsletters. 

New Business: 

Additional events for August, September, and October were discussed. Possibilities included the Loess 

Hills (Council Bluffs, IA) and a scenic/wine tour. Jack will research these, and any suggestions are 

appreciated. 

The next meeting will be May 15th at 6 p.m. at Coffee Kettle Cafe in Omaha. Rob will not be able to 

attend, so Marty will preside. 

BRAG BOX: 

*Jeff Hoffman took out the ‘57 T-Bird twice, and Jim's lifeguard friend took it to the prom. 

*Jack Sanford and son Jack Jr. moved the A/C evaporator, fixed the radio, exhaust, clock, changed oil, 

and the T-Bird was ready for the season. 

*Joel Hutchins" Bird is ready to go. 

Respectfully submitted by one-time substitute secretary, Vicki Kinsey. 
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                                      BIRD TECH TALK 
By Martin Bierman 

 

                           
     Vacuum Leaks- “Smoke’em If You Got’em” 
 
     Vacuum leaks can introduce more air into the engine and alter the air-fuel 
ratio, resulting in symptoms of rough idle, hesitation, poor acceleration, high or 
erratic idle, and stalling. Sometimes the vacuum leak can be heard as a whistle 
or sucking noise. Some traditional ways of locating a vacuum leak on the engine 

are spraying starter fluid, brake cleaner, or propane over potential leak areas and listening for 
improvement in engine rpm or idle. These methods are messy and not suitable for evaluating 
vacuum lines for leaks.  
     My Ford Expedition developed a rough idle years ago, and the mechanic found a vacuum 
leak in a vacuum line with a smoke machine. Using a smoke machine is easy and harmless to 
the engine. A variety of smoke machines are on the market at various costs. Autoline makes the 
one pictured below and costs $70 on Amazon. A typical machine uses a form of oil (baby oil in 
one brand), which is heated in a pot usually by a connection to the car battery. The smoke is 
introduced into the engine or line by very low air pressure from an air compressor source or by 
an air pump in the machine. Once the smoke is introduced into the engine or vacuum line, a 
leak is indicated by smoke leaving the leak site.  
     This technique would be very useful in the Classic T-Bird. One would first cover the 
carburetor and exhaust pipe openings with rubber gloves. To find an intake gasket leak or a 
carburetor base gasket leak, the smoke line would be connected to the vacuum port of the 
carburetor. To find a vacuum advance canister membrane leak, connect the smoke tube to the 
line leading to the canister. Vacuum hoses to the wiper and the heater valve in the heater box 
could be checked by connecting the smoke tube to a vacuum line feeding these areas; do the 
same for the intake manifold water valve vacuum line or brake booster line. Exhaust leaks can 
also be easily found. 
     So, the next time a vacuum or exhaust leak occurs and can’t be found, get a smoke machine 
and “smoke ‘em”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nebraskaland/
https://www.facebook.com/nebraskatbirds/


Nebraskaland T-Bird                                                                                                                                May 2025 
 

4 
 

 www.Nebraskalandtbirds.org 

https://www.facebook.com/nebraskatbirds/ 

Sponsored by Lee Sapp Ford 

 

                                        CTCI NEWS 
2025 CTCI/VTCI All Thunderbird Convention 

 

 

 

 

Dear CTCI Member, 
 
Here is important new information regarding the hotel headquarters for the 
2025 Convention. 
 
The booking code for the group discount with the host hotel has changed. 
The new booking code to receive the group discount is 92R 
 
Also, there is a new link to make reservations 
online. https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/all-thunderbird-club-2/ 
 
Why is this change happening? 
 
Due to our efforts to obtain more convention rooms at the Embassy Suites, 
all NEW convention reservations must now be made at $179 plus 
taxes/night. However….. 
 
While the new attendee reservations at the Embassy Suites are for $179 plus 
taxes/night, the attendees will only pay, when they check out, $159 plus 
taxes for each night of their stay. The difference is being picked up by a 
benefactor. 
 
Important Reminder Information at Checkout: The All-Thunderbird Group 
notes at the Hotel Reservation Desk will include that the group will be 
paying $20++/night over the original room rate of $159 plus tax. However, 
when guests check out, their bill will show them paying only $159++/night at 
checkout.  
 
Embassy Suites 
2401 Bass Pro Dr, 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
972-724-2600, Option 1 for new reservations 
 
Many CTCI members don't monitor their emails or even have one. Please tell 
your Thunderbird friends and acquaintances about this important new 
information. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

 

http://www.nebraskaland/
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https://b9khwxcbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Gra285snsk1yMMF-WrCuX2UhRkTYXtmBCuwHp8KXzdMUmTe0KPxWjTP4d3lztAT_wHlM7aaFkMdc1FTuXNXQQiJ6vfsihzQ8AEc1-QqIzrhK4CO3-vnPWlaMVWPCX4eRZ7Us8U-x-DMeldIHXYtHWz0BiYmPUGZMQXAPORwWD0bDIct6t2csxFRnLeZs80vIMV8SIf4LmA5jBqV7pKI64g==&c=fbhG39lVO9t-yuO-ay2EqAfiAD0nuaUeHREVC4JHbihcVb_KfVkyjQ==&ch=-y7f2MQztEjAHYoM_4wmvjlSWh53uivIa2j5mTTwFlPgn0aeFSa2VA==
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Member News  
 

Ten members attended the Fellowship Luncheon in Murdock, NE, on April 19, 

2025. Six classic Birds were driven to the event. Rob and Vicki Kinsey, Marty 

and Mary Lou Bierman, John and Barb La Duke, Crystal and Jerry Swensen, 

Tom Woodman, and Jack Sanford attended. The weather was perfect, the 

food was great, the fellowship was evident, and the roads were smooth.  
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2025 Calendar of Events    

 
May 3 – SHOW AND SHINE CARS & PLANTS - 8 – 12 PM - Join us for a unique event experience! 

Keystone Plaza 7811 Military Avenue Omaha, NE PROMOTING THE GARDEN CLUB OF OMAHA’S 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE    

May 10 – Skills & Grills Car Show – 9-11:30 am registration – Class Trophies 2 pm – Gretna High School 

May 15 -  Business meeting - 6:00 PM – Coffee Kettle Café, 9005 Sapp Bros. Drive, Omaha, NE    

May 18 – Thunderbird Appreciation Day – Meet at 11 am, Country Inn & Suites – 5353 N. 27th St., Lincoln  

June 22 – Sonic Tour – Meet 1:30 PM – Discount Tire Parking lot, 18520 West Wright St., Omaha   

November 22 – Friendsgiving Dinner – save the date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tour maps and narrative will be available on the 18th.  

Please RSVP to Jack at 402-578-3743 or jesanford@cox.net. 
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Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club 

President   Rob Kinsey               402-434-9053  

Vice President   Martin Bierman         402-289-4516            

Treasurer   Jeff Brown                 402-572-1995  

Secretary      

CTCI Rep   Martin Bierman          402-289-4516  

Newsletter  Jack Sanford              402-392-1350          

Historian           Robert McGowan       402-334-2593    

Social Media  John La Duke             701-330-7908  

Sponsor  Lee Sapp Ford            402-342-6767 

“ThunderWords” is the official publication of the Nebraskaland 

Thunderbird Club, Chapter 65 of Classic Thunderbird Club 

International. Annual dues are $15, payable to the 

Nebraskaland Thunderbird Club, care of Jeff Brown, Treasurer, 

7225 S 103rd St, La Vista, NE 68128. 

 

The Member News 

feature needs your help. 

Send your story to Jack at 

jesanford@cox.net. 

 

                    

Nebraskaland Club Logos. 2X3 

½ inch patch can be sewn or 

glued on with fabric glue.  Look 

great on shirts, caps, and 

jackets. Contact Jack at 402-

392-1350 – jesanford@cox.net 

Member Birthday 

May 
Steve Fullerton - 2 

Sara Stekly – 5 

Larry Smith – 25 

Mary Krecek - 31 

 If you want to be recognized, 

please send your birthdate to 

jesanford@cox.net.  
  

 

• May 1: International Workers' Day 
• May 5: Cinco de Mayo 
• May 8: World Red Cross Day 
• May 18: Mother’s Day 
• May 12: International Nurses Day 
• May 15: International Day of 

Families 
• May 20: World Bee Day 
• May 31: World No Tobacco Day 

 

Make sure you check 

your tire pressure 

regularly. As 

temperatures change, 

so does your tire air 

pressure.   
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